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On behalf of the World Benchmarking Alliance, I am
pleased to welcome the launch of this important snapshot
assessment of 50 Korean companies against the CHRB
Core UNGP Indicators. I would like to congratulate the
Human Asia Business and Human Rights Center and the

Korean Bar Association for their leadership in advancing

business and human rights in South Korea.

This assessment sends a clear and timely signal. It shows that while many
companies have made meaningful progress in establishing policies and
commitments, significant gaps remain in translating these commitments into
effective action, particularly in human rights due diligence and stakeholder
engagement. The findings reflect a broader global pattern: companies are
increasingly aware of their responsibilities, but the real test lies in implementation

and in demonstrating impact for people on the ground.

What is particularly encouraging is the strong engagement from South Korean
stakeholders across business, civil society, academia, and policymaking. This
collective effort is critical. It demonstrates that the advancement of business and
human rights is not confined to any one region. Rather, it is a truly global agenda,

shaped by leadership and collaboration across diverse contexts.

South Korea, and East Asia more broadly, has been a powerful engine of economic
growth and industrial transformation. There is now a unique opportunity to build
on this success as companies navigate multiple, overlapping transitions, from
climate and nature to inequality and shifting global value chains. In this context,
integrating economic performance with respect for people and the planet is no

longer optional, but essential. By embedding human rights, environmental

10



sustainability, and inclusive development at the core of business strategies, the
region can help define a new model of economic progress, one that not only

delivers growth but also safeguards people and the planet.

This assessment can serve as a catalyst for that transition. It provides companies
with a clear roadmap for strengthening their systems, supports policymakers in
shaping effective regulatory frameworks, and enables civil society and investors
to engage constructively. Most importantly, it reinforces that human rights due
diligence is no longer optional, but an essential component of responsible and

competitive business in global markets.

We at WBA are proud to see our partners in South Korea taking this forward.
We look forward to continued collaboration to support companies in moving
from commitments to outcomes, and to ensuring that business becomes a force

for a more just, inclusive, and sustainable world.

Thank you, and I wish you a successful and impactful event.

2026. 4. 21.
Executive Director, World Benchmarking Alliance

Gerbrand Haverkamp
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